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Eleven Years to Deliver, Six days to make it count!  
 

General Assembly Week -  23rd to 28th of September 2019 

 

23 Sep        High-Level Meeting on- Universal Health Coverage  

23 Sep       Secretary General - Climate Action Summit 

24- 25 Sep    HLPF on Sustainable Development - SDG Summit  

26 Sep         High-level Dialogue on -Financing for Development   

27 Sep       High-Level Midterm Review- SAMOA Pathway  

24-28 Sep   General Debate 
 



Post 2015 Process 

 

• https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015 

 

The process of arriving at the post 2015 development agenda was Member 

State-led with broad participation from Major Groups and other civil society 

stakeholders.  

• Building on the outcome document of RIO+20 - THE FUTURE WE WANT 

• There has been numerous  intergovernmental inputs to the agenda, notably 

a set of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) proposed by an Open 

Working Group of the General Assembly, the report of an intergovernmental 

committee of experts on sustainable development financing, GA dialogues 

on technology facilitation and many others. 

• There have also been notable non- intergovernmental inputs to the agenda, 

The High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda and the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN).  

• The General Assembly called upon the Secretary-General to synthesize the 

full range of inputs and to present a synthesis report before the end of 2014 

as a contribution to the intergovernmental negotiations. 

 



 

• 52. “We the peoples” are the celebrated opening words of the 

Charter of the United Nations. It is “we the peoples” who are 

embarking today on the road to  2030. Our journey will involve 

Governments as well  as parliaments, the United  Nations 

system and other international institutions , local authorities, 

indigenous  peoples, civil society, business and the private 

sector, the scientific and academic community – and all people. 

Millions have already engaged with, and will own, this Agenda. 

It is an Agenda of the people, by the people and for the people 

– and this, we believe, will ensure its success.  

 



 

1. Preamble and 
Vision/Narrative 

2. Sustainable Development 
Goals and targets 

3. Means of implementation  

4. Follow-up and Review 

UN 2030 Agenda:  

• People 

• Planet  

• Prosperity 

•   Peace 

•  Partnership 



• Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

• Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture 

• Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

• Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all 

• Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

• Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

• Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment 

and decent work for all 

• Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation 

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 

• Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

• Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts* 

• Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 

• Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all 

and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable 

development 



 

The UN 2030 Agenda has Important Means of Implementation (MoIs) including; 

 

• A Science Policy Interface   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/globalsdreport/ 

• Statistical Indicators   http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 

• Finance for Development  http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/ffd3/ 

• Partnerships     https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships 

• Private Sector    https://www.unglobalcompact.org/ 

• Technologies    https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/TFM 

• Training Young Professionals  http://mdpglobal.org/ 

• Follow up and Review Mechanisms https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/follow-up 

• Academic Impact   https://academicimpact.un.org/ 

• UN Major Groups   https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/majorgroups 
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I argue two points today 

 

Theme I:  

Current “Technology” in Economic Growth Accounting, reflects demand 

primitives, and is largely unstainable for inclusive  Societies, Natural Resource 

use and the Environment.   

 

 

Theme II:  

The desired “Technology” for Sustainable Development Accounting for 

the UN 2030 Agenda needs a change in demand primitives with co-

ordinated legal, policy  and behavioural change across nation states.  

       

 

 





• Joseph Stiglitz  

http://evonomics.com/joseph-stiglitz-

inequality-unearned-income/ 

 

 

‘a rising tide lifts all boats’:  
 

A 20th Century Myth: “Economic growth would 

bring increasing wealth and higher living 

standards to all sections of society” 
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Population Structure-Global Demand Primitives 







Global Market Value  

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/263264/top-

companies-in-the-world-by-market-value/ 

 

 

Global Market Share of companies  

 

https://www.statista.com/topics/898/global-

market-share/ 





Total Factor Productivity (TFP) 

Output  = f (Land, Labour, Capital, Raw Materials, Solow Residual)  

 

• Shares in Value added 

 

• Returns to the Factors of Production 
 





Investment in Quality (Ethics and R&D) 

 

Africa accounts for only 1% of global drug sales; and because the people of 

Africa and the developing world do not purchase large amounts of 

medications the diseases that devastate the continent are disregarded to 

focus on more lucrative illnesses that affect Europe and North America 

(Combe, Pfister and Zuniga, 2003)  

  

Due to these inequalities a so-called ‘90/10’ gap exists, in which only 10% of 

global health research is devoted towards conditions that make up 90% of 

the global disease burden (BMBF-Federal Ministry of Education and 

Research of Germany). 2011)  

 

The case is further compounded in pharmaceuticals where the majority of 

funding for basic medical research comes from the state and is undertaken 

in universities in the OECD. 

 

 

 



Theoretical Framework 
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Policies  

 

• First Best  Global Institution for Competition Policy and Regulation 

 

• Second Best ( Co-ordinated Nation State Policies) 

Government(s) can create markets for SD technologies, goods and services. Embedded  in 

requirements to get government money and supports; 

Government procurement projects (infrastructural).  

Research Funding (Science Europe oversee €36 billion a year) 

Associations 

Non-Profits 

Industrial Supports via Industrial Agencies 

 

Government(S) can impose regulation and rules on consumption patterns,  

Packaging 

Recycling 

Carbon  footprints 

Water footprints 

Energy Efficiency 

Emissions 

 

• Third Best:  Global Tariffs Structure  

 

 

 

 

 



UN 2030 Agenda and Technology 

UN Science Policy Interface - GSDR 

The Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) 

is a United Nations publication aiming to strengthen  

the Science-Policy Interface (SPI) at the  

High Level Political Forum (HLPF)  

 

• UN Technology Facilitation Mechanism   

 

 

 

Paragraph 123 of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and Paragraph 70 of the Post-2015 

Development Agenda Outcome Document called for establishing a technology facilitation 

mechanism. The mechanism will comprise of : 

• A United Nations inter-agency task team on science, technology and innovation for the 

sustainable development goals 

•  A collaborative annual multi-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation (STI) for 

the sustainable development goals 

•  An online platform as a gateway for information on existing STI initiatives, mechanisms and 

programs 

 

If  “planetary boundaries” and “leave no one behind” are truly binding, what is the order  of      

priority between Efficiency, Equity  or Sustainability? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Science Policy Interface 
Figure 1: Time Lags between Science and Policy (in years) 

 

Source: UN Global Sustainable Development Report (2015) 


