
First Year Timeline
Jason Dooling



August 6th 2017 (First Day on Campus)
I had to arrive on campus a few weeks earlier than everyone else due to football 
training camp. I felt incredibly nervous as all college freshman do on their first 
days. I found the buildings that make Lehigh’s campus so beautiful actually make 
the experience more intimidating for me, as it really drove home the point that 
when my parents left my dorm that day I would be on my own. As a freshman 
coming from out of state I knew no one coming into the year and it made me even 
more nervous of what would come next. 



August 6th- August 13th (First Week)
When I first arrived on campus as a college student it wasn’t what I expected as the living arrangements 
were less than ideal. The beds were small, the rooms had very little space, and the food at Rathbone was 
subpar. I like many had never been away from home so I was missing home everyday and soon enough I 
began to hate college.The schedule the football team had us on had me exhausted everyday and made 
me think I was in over my head. I began to doubt myself and if I would be able to make it through college 

on my own and the work hadn’t even started yet. 



August 23rd (End of Camp/Orientation)
My mindset was beginning to change towards college due to the friends I was making and the strides I 
was making in my athletics. We then had 1st year orientation which thankfully got us out of practice and it 
was my first opportunity to actually explore the campus with others in my class. I thought to myself that 
many of the tasks they were making us do were pointless but it set the standard for what Lehigh expects 
out of us as students. It was difficult to sit through all of orientation when much of it seemed unnecessary 
but it prepared me for what classes were going to be like in the following few months. Lehigh doesn’t baby 
it’s students and it was a lesson I would soon learn the hard way. 



August 24th- December 18th 2017 (First semester)
The study habits from my highschool days did not carry over well to the rigorous academic expectations of 
Lehigh. It is not known as one of the top Universities in the nation because it is easy. I took easier classes 
as to not overwhelm myself my first semester in college and I assumed it would be an easy ride through 
the semester. I was wrong as the semester progressed I was continuously getting grades that were below 
what I was expecting. Admittedly I wasn’t the hardest worker and I was yet to find out that Lehigh the only 
way to succeed in the classroom is to be a hard worker. The days of skating by with minimal effort are 
behind me as now just to get by I have to work hard everyday. I barely finished my first semester with a 
GPA that left me eligible to play football still. 



January 22nd- May 13th 2018 (Second Semester)
Second semester I was able to take advantage of all the helpful resources Lehigh has to offer. Lehigh 
provides every advantage to it’s students in order for them to succeed. Student tutors played a big role in 
my success in the second semester as well as the athletic programs efforts to help us succeed 
academically. I began to go to office hours allowing myself to learn from some of the best professors the 
nation has to offer. Lehigh provided me with opportunities to improve all I had to do was accept them and 
now I am on track for a much better semester.



Culture at Lehigh



November 18th 2017 (Lehigh vs Lafayette) 
Nothing more encapsulates the tradition of Lehigh more than the long running rivalry with Lafayette.Nearly 
the entire student body was in attendance along with alumni, faculty members, and families of players 
making the atmosphere truly electric. I was fortunate enough to be on the field and when we ran out from 

the tunnel the amount of people and the sound of the crowd made for a memory I will never forget. 



December 4th 2017 (Lehigh Bible Study)
This was my first time attending the Lehigh Bible Study meetings and throughout 
the rest of the year it really allowed me a place to spend time with others who 
shared similar interests as me. It made me feel more comfortable on campus and 
it helped my faith grow. Lehigh has many clubs to offer its students in order for 
them to find either interests in new things or a group of people to share common 
interests with. 



March 24th 2018 (Fraternity Initiation) 
I think the most significant aspect of Lehigh’s culture at least as far as students coming together is the 
Greek Life on campus. It allows students to join a group of close friends inside their own fraternity or 
sorority and it allows them to meet people from other fraternities or sororities. It has how the majority of 
people on Lehigh meet and become friends other than meeting through Athletics. I personally joined Delta 
Upsilon and the people I have met throughout the whole experience have become my closest friends on 
campus. It provides students with meal plans and places to live allowing for an all inclusive experience 
that many Lehigh students partake in. 


